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B. VERDERY: Prelude: Wedding
Dance: Elewen Etudes: Tears for
. Peace, For Those Who Are Present:
For Those irom the Past For the
Chilelren of the Fulure: Be Kind All
the Tinz: Satyagraho: A Ghost in
Cordoba: Fix the Funk: Capiiola;
Midnight Mango: Millbaukee: The
Bay: The Esfbary.
im Verdery
Musahkabweek Recordingsd782
Benjamin Verdery Is without
doubl cre of the classical poeitar
world's foremost personalities. His
affable and charismatic personality
shines threugh his on-stage perfor
mances and recordings, and none

more so than on Lthis mosl enjoyable
and tremendously enterlaining disc.

Performing on classical guilar,
electric guitar, bass guitar. 12-
siring guitar and a cavagquinlo,
[plus ‘prepared’ guitar with paper
clips and chopsticks; volume pedal:
slide bar loops and delays] he
enterlains wilh his own composi-
tions where emolions rande [rom
the extraordinarily dramatic lo
comical to poignanlt to downright
spooky. MNever one lor putling
boundaries and divisions betwixt
musical styles here we have [lamen-
co sitting side by side with funk:
country picking with Gillrap-esgue
Tolk': ‘classical’ with rock.

Choosing a high poinl from a pro-
grammme list where nolhing 1s below
‘superhy is nigh-on Impossible, bl if
pushed my preference would have to
be the exquisilely-composed Eleven
Eludes, which, according Lo Mr
verdery, are more character pleces
than technical studics: this may be
s bul 1 would suggest that these
could, and indecd should, hecome
‘classic’ modern study pieces for Lhe
advanced studenl in eduecating the
player hoth techndque and oosicali-
.

A definite contender for the year's
Il you arc only... award’, as 1 "Il you
arc only going lo see one [l this
year make i Havao Miyazaki's
Howl's Mowving Castle’. or ‘Il you are
only going to buy ane DV this year
make il Marlin Scorscse’s No
Direction Home' and ‘Il you are only
going to buy one €D this year make
it Ben Verdery's Starf Nonin”

Highly recommended.

Steve Marsh





