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Ben %“erderiy, perthaps America’s most open-
minded and uninhibited classical guitar srrtuoso,
prezents 26 original guifar pieces on his nesww CD
atert DNow. Beeking to break new musical
ground, Werdersy integrates traditional classical
guitar sounds with alternate tunings and an array
of natural and electrondc effects on hiz Smallman
classical, Chris Carrington electric classical, bajo
bass, Portuguese cavaquinho, and Ara 12-string.
He troadens the sonic palette through the nse of
loops, digital delay, and BBow, az well as
bottleneck slide, paper clips, and chopsticks. The
muac blends modern harmonic and melodic
ideas with African, Indian, flamenco, and
American popular musical elements. Of note are
the Eleven Fmdes, which are not technical
wiorkouts, but esocative character pieces that
wvary widely in mood an texbure. Senwegrehe,
baz=d on an eightnote raga, showcases
Verdery's Bastern and  Western  influences,
pawing homage alternately to Pakistani singer
MNusrat Fateh Ali Ehan and Johannes Brahma.
The tuneful Copimlz, ornginally penned as a
guitar duet for John %Williams and Timothy Fain,
appears a5 4 so0lo that preserves all of its original
charm. The mollicking AMilwenhze recalls the
plawing of its dedicater Leo Fottke . Throughout
the disc, Wemdery plays with striking color,
control, and sensitisity.

MARK SMALL

-

sl UL V0 TP R

BENJAMINVEROERY

v

"-T.

A el

"

-
-

g,

&






